
 
MATTHEW SUNDERLAND 

BIOGRAPHY 
 

TRAINING 
1996-97 Diploma of Performing Arts, Acting Major, Toi Whakaari: New Zealand Drama School 

 
FILM PRODUCTION       DIRECTOR  ROLE 
2022 SUPER ROSA (Breathless Films)     Sauro Morganti  Charlie (Lead) 
2022 THE STRANGER (Serpentine Films)    Thomas M. Wright Controller/Cleaner 
  Official selection Un Certain Regard, Cannes Film Festival 2022 
2021 PEARL (A24)       Ti West   Father 
2019 BLOODY HELL (Boi To Hel Movie) Alister Grieson Father 
2018 THE NIGHTINGALE (Causeway Films) Jennifer Kent Davey 
 Special Jury Award Venice Film Festival 2018 
2017 LOST CITY OF Z (Paramount/Plan B Entertainment) James Gray Dan 
2015 6 DAYS (General Film Corporation) Toa Fraser Tom Lovett 
2014 BACKTRACK (Backtrack Productions)  Michael Petroni Steve 
2013 THE LITTLE DEATH (Ticket to Ride) Josh Lawson  Wiry Man 
2012 THE WEIGHT OF ELEPHANTS (Severe Productions/Zentrope)  Daniel Borgman  Uncle Rory (Lead Support) 
2011 EXISTENCE (2012 Existence Ltd) Juliet Bergh  Rider (Lead) 
2010 THE DEVIL’S ROCK (Severe Productions) Paul Campion  Colonel Klaus Meyer 
2010 TRACKER (Eden Films)  Ian Sharp Crowther (Support) 
2008 UNDER THE MOUNTAIN (Redhead Productions) Jonathan King  Wilberforce Drone (Support) 
2007 A SONG OF GOOD (Robbers Dog Films) Gregory King  Denis (Support) 
2007 THE STRENGTH OF WATER (Filmwork)  Armagan Ballantyne Hunter 
2006 OUT OF THE BLUE (Desert Road Films) Robert Sarkies  David Gray (Pivotal Lead) 

 Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role, 2008 Qantas TV & Film Awards 
2005 THE LAST MAGIC SHOW (Tamarrilo Films)  Andy Conlon  Lemuel (Support) 
2004 CHRISTMAS (Severe Productions) Gregory King  Brett (Support) 
2004 STRINGER (Stringer Films) Steve Morrison  Jake Stringer (Lead) 
2000 WOODENHEAD (Pictures for Anna Productions)  Florian Habicht  The Strongman (Support) 
1994 ABSENT WITHOUT LEAVE (Robin Laing Productions) John Laing Prison Inmate (Support) 
1993 DESPERATE REMEDIES (James Wallace Productions) Peter Wells & Stewart Main Chorus Member  
SHORT FILM 
2019 COLD (Kirsty Hamilton) Kirsty Hamilton  Jaden (Adult) 
2016 DJ SHADOW – Music Video (Revolver) Matt Devine  Hero Guy 
2014 RON Brett O’Gorman & Danny 

  Mick Andrews 
2014 CRADLE  Damon Duncan  Mark 
2010 VOSTOK STATION (The Cartel & the Sweetshop Films) Sundance  Dylan Pharazyn  Survivor (Lead) 
2008 POPPY (Supercollider) Winner, Siggraph 2010 James Cunningham Paddy 
2006 INTO THE LIGHT Dylan Pharazyn  Man (Lead) 
2005 NATURE'S WAY (Severe Productions) Winner, Paris 2007 Jane Shearer  Man (Lead) 
2004 FISH (Stray Bullet Films) Dominic Hannah  Fish (Lead) 
2004 HOME VIDEO (Severe Pictures) Steven Sinclair  Man (Lead) 
2002 D.O.T. MATRIX (God Zone Pictures) Reuben Pollock  Duff (Lead) 
2001 LETTERS ABOUT THE WEATHER (God Zone Pictures) Peter Salmon  Kade (Support) 
TELEVISION 
2019       THE LUMINARIES (Fremantle/BBC Two)    Claire McCarthy  Pritchard 
2017       WANTED Series 2 (Matchbox)     Peter Templeman Bryce 
2016 RAKE 4 (ABC TV)  Peter Salmon  Phil 
2010 SHORTLAND STREET (South Pacific Films) Richard Barr  White Dragon 
2009 THIS IS NOT MY LIFE (GRST Ltd) Robert Sarkies  The Cleaner 
2008 PIECE OF MY HEART (MF Films) Fiona Samuel  Mr Sharpe (Guest) 
2007 SECOND CHANCE - USA Telefeature (AFS) Dale Bradley  Vigo 

 



 
 

THEATRE 
2019 THE SECRET RIVER (STC/Lodon & Edinburgh) Neil Armfield  Sagitty Birtles/Suckling 
2017 THE SECRET RIVER (STC/Adelaide Festival) Neil Armfield  Sagitty Birtles/Suckling 
2016 THE SECRET RIVER (STC & Tour) Neil Armfield  Sagitty Birtles/Suckling 
2014 THE GENERATION OF Z (Royale Productions, Edinburgh Fringe) Michael Hurst  Richard 
2014 ZOMBIE: RED ZONE (Royale Productions, Christchurch)  Michael Hurst  Richard 
2013 THE SECRET RIVER (STC) Neil Armfield  Sagitty Birtles/Suckling 
2008 THREE SISTERS (Peripiteia Theatre) Daniel Mainwaring Vershinin 
2006 FOOL FOR LOVE (The Silo Theatre, Auckland)  Burt Turner  Eddie 
2005-06 PENINSULAR (Brisbane Arts Festival & Court Theatre, Christchurch) Gary Henderson  Jack/Alex 
2004 BLASTED (The Silo Theatre, Auckland) Michael Lawrence Soldier 
2001 TRAINSPOTTING (Herald Theatre, Auckland) Chris Mead  Begbie 

 
AWARDS 
2022 THE STRANGER, official section Un Certain Regard, Cannes Film Festival 2022 
2018 THE NIGHTINGALE, Special Jury Award Venice Film Festival 2018, Best Film AACTA Awards 2019 
2010 VOSTOK STATION, official selection, Sundance Film Festival 
2008 Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role for OUT OF THE BLUE, Qantas TV & Film Awards 
2007 Best Short Film for NATURE'S WAY, Paris Film Festival 
2006 Nominated Best Actor in a Short Film for NATURE'S Way, New Zealand Screen Awards 
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