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Action packed . .. new film Tom Yum Goong is currently being filmed in Sydney

New film’s Thai time on Sydney streets

F you see a lost ele-

phant or an action-

packed brawl in Syd-
ney in coming weeks, don’t
be too worried.

The new Bruce Lee will
rectify the situation and
send the elephant home.

The $13 million Thai film
Tom Yum Goong is cur-
rently filming in Sydney.

And while its story’s cen-
trepiece is a poached ele-
phant now residing in Syd-
ney, the film's real star is

Tony Jaa, reports showbiz
editor Michael Bodey.

Jaa’s phenomenal mar-
tial arts skills and boyish
good looks already have
producers salivating that
they've found the next
Bruce Lee.

Given the standard of the
Thal film industry,, Jaa ad-
mits starring in a film shot
in Australia is unthinkable.

“It’s way beyond my
dreams,” he said.

Also part of the cast of

the film is hulky Austral-
ian actor Nathan Jones,
who played the gigantic
Boagriusin Troyalongside
Brad Pitt.

The film’s substantial
budget dwarfs that for
most Australian films and
it was raised almost entire-
ly on the strength of Jaa’s
outrageous  skills and
bright future, as first dis-
played in his previous hit
film Ong-Bak: Muay Thai

Warrior, which opens in
Australia in March.

Director Prachya Pin-
kaew said there was one
major reason to film in
Sydney beyond the
obvious success of interna-
tional films shot here such
as The Matrixand Mission
Impossible 2.

“Australia is a place that
is a symbol of wildlife and
animal preservation from
my point of view,” he said.
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Unless your home takes care of itself,
get a better insurance deal.
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Mixing traditional
dance with art
theatre. Page 31

2 Dancing up a
storm. Page 38 [

Canine web cam
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Few of us have Darth
Vader/Luke Skywalker-style relationship
with our fathers.

However our relationship to them: can
have a massive impact on our lives.

That relationship is explored in the
Sidetrack Theatre’s latest production called
It's A Father, a series of short comic plays

to endure a

looking at fathers’ relationships with their

children and wives.
Director Don Mamouney said one of his
favourite pieces in the production was
called The Donor
1t's about a childless couple in their 50
and his wife s in the backyard hanging out
clothes and he is planting cucumbers in his

In the name
of the father

L]

garden,” he said. “This young Tndian man
turns up and it turns out to be his son
because he was a sperm donor about 20
years earlier. This scene is repeated about
with half Chinese half
Lebanese people turning up as his children

“He
Greek but his wife accepts them and their

30 times and

rejects them because they're not

marriage, which is not very happy, is sud-
denly happy with around 30 kids.

The short plays were written by Greek
Australian playwrights and the production
is part of the Greek Festival of Sydney

1t A Father will run from March 9 to April
8 at Sidetrack Studio Theatre, 142 Addison
Road, Marrickville. Details: 9294 4655.



Alex Blias, Adam Hatzimanolis, Victoria Karozis and Panda Likoudis in It’s a Father

BY KATHERINE SCOTT

1t a Father, a viotous new
comedy about fathers, their
‘motives, their quirks, what we
love about them and what
drives us nuts is Sidetrack's
contribution to the Gracker
Comedy Festival.

The work premicres in March
at Marrickville's Sidetrack

Studio Theatre, courtesy of the
Sidetrack Performance Group
and the Greek Festival of
Sydney. And it certainly has big
shoes to fil as it follows last
year's major hit, 1 a Mother,
which had its debut at last
year's Greek Festival.

Don Mamouney, co-founder of
Sidetrack and writer an
dircctor of I1s a Faller, was
awed by the enthusiastic
reception of It a Moller.

“(The show was] fantastically
successful, it was a sell-out
season. We could've gone on
quite a lot longer,” Mamouney
said.

“That show’s now going to the
Melbourne comedy festival in
April, so T hope ¢’ a Futker will
follow in the same footsteps.

t has a similar format with a
series of short comic works
around the theme of fathers:
fathers and sons, fathers and

Issue 3

0

daughters, fathers and wives -
fathers in general”

The cast includes Alex Blias,
Adam Hatzimanolis, Victoria
Karoris and Panda Likouds -
each boasting tele

theatre eredits, includ

Saints and Aerplis N
Mamouney speaks of the cas
with the affection of a father.
“I've got nothing but praise for
Alex and Panda and Adam and
Victoria, they've been amazing,"
he sai

“They're amazingly inventive
e s oo e workig

s the
funny side of life will enjoy It @
Fther. Everyonc’s got a father,
and most fathers, if you look at
them from a certain angle ar
very funny, even when they
being serious.”
Fathers who don’t mind
laughing at themselves but don't
want to have a laugh at th
own expense, come sce the
show on Tucsday nights when
all dads get in for free.
1t a Father will run from March
t0 April 8 at Sidetrack Studio
Theatre, Marrickville. For ponsored by
information and bookings call

929 or email 1
theatre@sidetrack.com.au. counc
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Time to get

sidetracked

AN INNOVATIVE Marrickville theatre
company is planning a big year in 2006,
aided by a $60,000 cultural grant from the
NSW Government.

Sidetrack was created 22 years ago, and
continues to work with artists from diverse
cultural and performance backgrounds to
develop new ways of presenting theatre.

“Our main objective is to challenge the
notion of what theatre is,” said Sidetrack’s
Artistic Director and cofounder, Don
Mamouney.

“Most theatre companies in Australia
tend to position their works to a main-
stream, older audience. Sidetrack recog-
nises that Australian audiences are more
diverse. We're always surprised by our
audiences.”

It’s all the more surprising that Sidetrack
manage to reach so many people on their
shoestring budget.

Most of the year the company operates
on only a skeleton staff of two, expand-
ing their numbers only during busy times,
when a show is running.

They’re also helped greatly by the dedi-
cation of their regular actors.

“We have a fantastic core group of per-
formers that we work with, and at the
level they’re performing, they could be
commanding top work anywhere in the
world,” Mr Mamouney said.

Sidetrack’s productions tend to be high-
ly physical and energetic, but there is also
a strong focus on story-telling.

Sidetrack will produce ‘It's A Father’
as part of this month’s Cracker Com-
edy Festival.

“We’re working at the moment on a big
creative production called The Seven Pi-
rates,” said Mr Mamouney.

Sidetrack is also set to follow up the
success of last year’s production, It’s A
Mother, with their new show, It’s A Fa-
ther, which will play during the upcoming
Cracker Comedy Festival in March.

The show explores what it means to be a
father - particularly a Greek father.

1t’s A Father opens at the Sidetrack Stu-
dio Theatre, 142 Addison Road, Marrick-
ville, on March 9.

For more information, visit crackercom-
edy.com.au.



BY PAMWALKER
I¥%s a Father is a joyful, sometimes loud,
often brash but always amusing, romp.
A collection of vignettes, it explores
the role, importance and peculiarities
s, with a special Greek focus. It
f you have a smattering of
will give you access to

occasional Greek curse or lament is
not a barrier to enjoying this sequel to
I¢’s a Mather, last year’s hit for Don
Mamouncy and Sidetrack Theatre.
The fourhander display

acting from all the cast but a standout
is Panda Likoudis who creates
characters as diverse as the very daggy

April 2006

but sufferingly dutiful son, the stll
bitter spurned husband but loving
father, and the mighty but overly
horny Zéus. Also versatile is Victori
Karoris who opens the show as an
adoring litle boy before taking the
stage as the obligatory Greek mamma,
including the sexy mamma of
Alexander the Great.
Alex Blias and Adam Hatzimanolis
put in good performances in this
irreverent, vibrant and energetic
comedy in which nothing is sacred ~
certainly not dad, or his views on
soccer, surfies, sperm donations and
longlost sons. J¢’s a Father plays at
until April 8.




Greece is the word . . .

On for young
andold....
clockwise from
left, Panda
Likouds as the
Undertaker in
Alkestis;
children at
Connells Point
Public learn
about Hellenic
culture after
school; senlors
o through their
paces at the
Thursday Outing
at the Greek
Community
Club, Lakemba.
Photos

Tamara Dean
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